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Purpose of this study: 

1. To give you a short but comprehensive view of the Christian life 

2. To help you understand and develop the basics in the Christian walk 

3. To introduce you to the process of discipleship within a short-term 

commitment 

4. To help you evaluate your own walk with God, and to set priorities and 

goals in different areas of your life 

5. To strengthen your personal relationship with God 

 

 

To make your discipleship group most effective, you must: 

1. Participate fully by making your discipleship group a priority. 

2. Be accountable to your leader. 

3. Be open to God’s teaching about His plan for your life. 
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The Wheel Diagram: The Obedient Christian 

 

 

The Wheel illustrates a Christ-centered life. Through the study, you will be looking at the 

different parts of this wheel and discovering areas of strengths and weaknesses in your 

Christian life. As each of us mature spiritually, we will grow in these areas and become 

more conformed to the likeness of Christ. As you study, pray that God would give you 

the grace to be open to the areas of your life where you need to be transformed into 

the image of Christ. 

 

The key to being a faithful disciple of Christ is to keep Jesus Christ as Center and Lord of 

all we do.

 Christ the Center:  
o Galatians 2:20 
o John 15:4 
o Colossians 1:27 

 Obedience to Christ: 
o John 14:21 
o Romans 12:1-2 
o Luke 6:46 

 The Word: 
o I Peter 2:2 
o II Timothy 3:16-17 
o Joshua 1:8 

 

 Prayer: 
o Matthew 7:7 
o Philippians 4:6-7 
o John 15:7 

 Fellowship: 
o Matthew 18:20 
o Hebrews 10:24 
o I John 1:3 

 Witnessing: 
o Matthew 4:19 
o Romans 1:16 
o I Peter 3:15 
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Just as the driving force in wheel come from the hub, so the power to live the Christian 

life comes from Jesus Christ the Center. He lives in us in the Person of the Holy spirit, 

whose expressed purpose is to glorify Christ. The rim represents the Christian 

responding to Christ’s Lordship through wholehearted, day-by-day obedience to Him. 

The spokes show the means by which Christ’s power becomes operative in our lives. We 

maintain personal contact with God through the vertical spokes—the Word and prayer. 

The Word is our spiritual food as well as our sword for spiritual battle. It is the 

foundational spoke for effective Christian living. 

 

Opposite this is the spoke representing Prayer. Through prayer we have direct 

communication with our heavenly Father and receive provision for our needs. As we 

pray, we show our dependence upon and trust in Him. 

 

The horizontal spokes concern our relationship to people—believers through Christian 

fellowship and unbelievers through witnessing. Fellowship centered around the Lord 

Jesus Christ provides the mutual encouragement, admonition, and stimulation we all 

need. 

 

The first three spokes prepare us for passing on to others all that we have received from 

the Lord. This is accomplished through Witnessing, sharing our own experience of Christ 

and declaring and explaining the Gospel, God’s power to save. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 6 

Week 1: The Gospel 

 

Introduction 

 

 What is the Gospel? (Explain in your own words within 60 seconds, or 100 

 words) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I. Reconciliation – The Gospel is a message of  

 

 a. How would you define reconciliation? 

 

 

 b. Why did Christ die? 

 

  i. I Peter 3:18 
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 The Gospel: The Message of Reconciliation 

 

II. God 

“The beginning of the Christian message—indeed the beginning of the Christian Bible—is 
that ‘God created the heavens and the earth.’ Everything starts from that point, and like 
an arrow fired from a badly aimed bow, if you get that point wrong, then everything else 

that follows will be wrong too.” – Greg Gilbert 
 

 a. What point do these verses make about God? 

  i. Exodus 34:6-7 –  

 

   1. What are the implications of what these verses teach? 

 

III. Sin 

 a. How would you define sin? 

 

  i. Genesis 3:1-13 

 

   1. What were Adam and Eve violating when they ate from the tree 

         of knowledge? 

 

   2. How is this rejecting God’s authority? 

 

 
“When Adam and Eve bit into the fruit they weren’t just violating some arbitrary 

command, ‘Don’t eat the fruit.’ They were rejecting God’s authority over them and 
declaring their independence from him.” – Greg Gilbert 

 
   
 b. How does the Bible define sin? 
 
   
  ii. I John 3:4 
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 c. Who has sinned against God? 

 

  i. Romans 3:10-23 

 

   1. What will God do? (v.19-20) 

 

IV. Who is Jesus Christ? 

“The Bible is the story of God’s counteroffensive against sin. It is the grand narrative of 
how God made it right, how he is making it right, and how he will one day make it right 

finally and forever.” – Greg Gilbert 
 
 

 a. What must I believe about Jesus to be saved? 

 

  i. Colossians 1:19, 2:9 

 

  ii. John 1:1 

 

  iii. Hebrews 4:15 

 

   1. Why does Jesus have to be both fully God and fully man? 

 

   2. Why does he have to be sinless? 

 

 b. What did Jesus accomplish by his death on the cross? 

 

  i. Isaiah 53:4-5 

 

  ii. Romans 5:6-8 

 

  iii. I Peter 2:24 
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 c. The resurrection 

  i. Romans 8:34 

 

  ii. I Corinthians 15 

 

   1. Why is Jesus’ resurrection important? 

 

V. Response – Repentance and Faith 

“Throughout the New Testament, [repenting and believing] is what we see the apostles 
calling people to do.” – Greg Gilbert 

 

 a. How does one receive this reconciliation with God from the Gospel? 

 

  i. Mark 1:15 

 

 b. What is faith? 

 

  i. Hebrews 11:6 

 

 c. Why must it be faith alone? 

 

  i. Galations 2:16 

 

 d. What is repentance? 

 

  i. I Thessalonians 1:8-10 

 

 e. Why do we have to repent? 

 

  i. Matthew 6:24 
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VI. Discussion 

a. Now, how would you summarize the gospel within 60 seconds or 100 words or 

less? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 b. How does this compare with your first summarization? 
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Week 2: Obedience and the Gospel 

Jesus Christ, Lord of Lords, has always existed and always will. Not all people presently 

acknowledge Him as their Lord, but that does not alter the fact of His lordship. Everyone 

will one day acknowledge Christ as Lord, but the privilege of acknowledging and obeying 

His lordship is possible now. 

 

I. Titles reveal important information about the person to whom they refer 

 a. What are Jesus’ titles in the following verses? 

  i. John 13:13 

 

  ii. Acts 2:36 

 

  iii. Revelation 19:6 

 

 b. What do these titles reveal about Jesus? 

 

 

 c. Of what is Jesus Christ Lord? 

  i. Colossians 1:16-18 

 

 d. What place should Jesus Christ hold in the believers’ life? How should a 

 believer order their life? 

  i. Matthew 6:33 

  

e. What are the things a person who is called to follow Christ asked to do? 

  i. Luke 9:23 

 

  ii. Romans 12:1 
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 f. Luke 6:46-49 

  i. What is the best way to know Jesus Christ is the Lord of your life? 

 

 

  ii. On what foundation should you build your life? 

 

 

   1. Prayerfully meditate on the lordship of Christ and ask if you  

   have personally acknowledged his lordship in your life. 

 

 

   2. Are there areas of your life where you are not submitted to  

   Jesus’ lordship? What are you commanded to do about this? 

 

 

II. The Practice of Jesus’ Lordship: Deliverance from Sin 

“There is still more good news. The death of Christ secured not only freedom from the 
penalty of sin, but also deliverance from the dominion of sin in our lives.” – Jerry Bridges 

 

 a. What do these verses teach about the deliverance Christ gives us from sin? 

  i. Romans 6:1-2 

 

   1. If God loves us unconditionally, are we free to live how we  

   want? 

 

   2. Why is continuing in a life of sin impossible? 

 

  ii. Who ultimately died to sin? 

 

   1. Romans 6:9-10 



 13 

 

 b. Romans 6:3-5 

  i. How then did we die to sin? 

 

  ii. Romans 6:6 

   1. What are we no longer to be? 

 

   2. From what have we been set free? 

   

    a. Romans 6:7 

     i. Does this mean we will never sin? 

 

  iii. If we are dead to sin, what are we alive to? 

   1. Romans 6:9-11 

 

 c. How are we made alive in Christ? 

 

  i. Colossians 1:13 

 

  ii. John 15:1-5 

 

  iii. II Peter 1:3-4 

 

  iv. Galatians 2:20 

 

 d. How are grace and obedience related? 

  i. Titus 2:11-12 

 

  ii. Philippians 2:12-13 
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III. What God transforms us to be 

 a. What is God changing us into? 

  i. II Corinthians 3:18 

 

  ii. II Corinthians 5:17 

 

  iii. Ephesians 4:24 

 

 b. Who primarily does this change in us 

  i. II Corinthians 3:18 

 

  ii. I Thessalonians 5:23-24 

 

  iii. II Thessalonians 2:13 

 

 

IV. The means of change 

 a. What are some of the means God is using to change us? 

  i. Hebrews 10:24-25 

 

 

  ii. Hebrews 4:12 

 

 

  iii. I Peter 2:9 

 

 

  iv. Philippians 4:6-7 
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IV. Discussion 

 a. What does believing in Jesus have to do with obedience? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 b. What will you do to practice the means God gives us for growth? 
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Week 3: The Word of God, Part 1 

 

I. Introduction 

 a. Can you state the message of the Bible in one sentence? 

 

 b. What do you think of these statements? 

  i. “A holy God sends his righteous Son to die for unrighteous sinners  

  so we can be holy & live happily with God forever. (Kevin Deyoung) 

 

  ii. "Jesus is the promised Savior-King." (David Helm) 

 

  iii. “God glorifies himself in the redemption of sinners.” (John Frame) 

 

  iv. “The Bible is the record of God’s promise of and deliverance   

  through Jesus Christ.” (George Robertson) 

 

  v. “God is redeeming his creation by bringing it under the lordship of  

  Jesus Christ.” (Kent Hughes) 

 

  vi. “God has made promises to bring His people to Himself and He is  

  fulfilling them all through Christ.” (Mark Dever) 

 

 c. The purpose of this study is to make sure when we read and study the  

 Bible, we do not miss the forest for all the trees. 

 

II. Who wrote the Bible? 

 a. There are about 40 human authors, but only one divine author. 

  i. II Peter 1:21 
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b. Because there is only one divine author, we should not be surprised to see 

that there is one big story that joins together all the smaller stories. 

 

III. What is the structure of the Bible?  

 a. There are 66 books in the Bible and they are not in random order. 

b. Open up your Bible to the Table of Contents (Seriously, the Table of 

Contents!!) 

  i. The Bible is divided into 7 major sections 

   1. Genesis – Deuteronomy: The Law 

   2. Joshua – Esther: The Old Testament History 

   3. Job – Song of Songs: The Writings 

   4. Isaiah – Malachi: The Prophets 

   5. Matthew – Acts: The New Testament History 

   6. Romans – Jude: The Letters 

   7. Revelation: The Apocalypse 

 

IV. What is the basic storyline of the Bible? 

 a. Genesis 1-2: God creates the heavens and the earth 

 b. Genesis 3: Adam’s sin brings death to all men. 

 c. Genesis 12-15: God promises Abraham he will be the father of many nations. 

 d. Exodus-Leviticus: After delivering Israel from slavery, God gives the Law. 

 e. Joshua: Through Joshua, Israel finally reaches their promised land. 

 f. 1 & II Samuel: God grants Israel’s wish for a human king. First comes Saul, 

 then David, then Solomon. 

 g. II Chronicles: Solomon helps build the temple and divide the kingdom. 

 h. II Kings 24:10-17: Jerusalem and the temple were destroyed and Israel was 

 taken captive for 70 years by the Babylonians. 

 i. Ezra-Nehemiah: Upon return from exile, Israel rebuilds the temple and the 

 wall 
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 j. Between Malachi and Matthew there are 400 years of silence from God. 

 k. Luke 2:1-21: The promised Messiah was born in the city of David. 

 l. Luke 4:1-15: After Jesus is tempted, he begins his ministry to bring life to all. 

 m. Luke 23-24: Jesus was crucified, buried, and then rose from the dead. 

 n. Acts 2: The Holy Spirit came and the church was born. 

 o. Acts 9: The greatest persecutor becomes one of the greatest missionaries. 

 p. Revelation 10-22: Christ returns. Satan is defeated. There is a new heaven and 

 a new earth. 

 

V. What is the riddle of the Old Testament that the New Testament solves? 

 a. Read the riddle of the Old Testament in Exodus 34:6-7. 

  i. In other words, how can God both forgive the wicked and not leave the  

  guilty unpunished? 

 

 

 

 

  ii. Read the answer Paul gives in Romans 3:23-26: 

 

   1. “God put Jesus Christ forward as a propitiation by his blood.” 

 

 

2. God sent Jesus so that he could be both the just and the 

justifier. 
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VI. Discussion 

a. What are some of the advantages of examining the whole Bible and it’s 

message in one fell swoop? 

 

 

 

 

b. How can the Bible be comprised of close to 40 authors and 66 books and have 

one over-arching storyline and message? 

 

 

 

 

 

c. What parts of the storyline did you already know? What parts of the storyline 

do you think you need to study more? 
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Week 4: The Word of God, Part 2 

“The Bible is alive, it speaks to me; it has feet, it runs after me; it has hands, it lays hold 
on me.” – Martin Luther 

 
I. The credibility of God’s Word 

 a. What do these verses say about God’s Word? 

  i. Numbers 23:19 

 

  ii. II Peter 1:19-21 

 

II. Where does Scripture originate? 

 a. II Timothy 3:16-17 

  i. What is one of the purposes of God’s Word? (vs 17) 

 

  ii. How does God’s Word equip us for every good work? (vs 17) 

   1. for – 

   2. for – 

   3. for – 

   4. for – 

  

III. Why do we need God’s Word? 

 a. Psalm 119:9-11 

 

 b. Psalm 25:4-5 

 

 c. Jeremiah 15:16 

 

 d. I Peter 2:2 

 

 



 21 

IV. How should God’s Word be viewed? 

 a. Psalm 19:7-8 

 

 b. Psalm 119:160-162 

 

 c. Isaiah 40:8 

 

 d. Isaiah 55:11 

 

 e. Hebrews 4:12 

 

V. How should we respond to God’s Word? 

 a. James 1:22-25 

 

 b. Acts 17:11 

 

 c. Ezra 7:10 

 

 

VI. Discussion 

 a. Do you personally see a need for God’s Word in your life? Explain. 
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b. Do you believe that the Bible is ‘the inspired Word of God”? Explain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 c. How will you respond to God’s Word? Will you make it the priority in your 

 life? Explain. 
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Week 5: Time Alone with God 

God speaks to us through His Word. As we reflect, meditate and understand, we can 

communicate this back to God. 

 

Definition – Time alone with God is communicating with God for the purpose of building 

intimacy that leads to oneness with God. 

 

I. Why spend time with God? 

 Deuteronomy 8:3              Spiritual sustenance 

 Proverbs 13:20              You become like those  

         you spend time with 

 Psalm 73:24               For direction 

 Mark 1:35               Jesus did 

 Hebrews 4:16               God desires us to draw  

         near to Him 

 

II. Results from being with God 

 a. You will be transformed to the image of God! 

 

i. II Corinthians 3:18 – “And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory 

of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree 

of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.” 

 

 

ii. Ephesians 4:23-24 – “and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, 

and  to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true 

righteousness and holiness. 
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Time Alone with God 

How to get started: 

Commit this time to God. Ask Him to lead you through your time. 

Here are some suggestions for your time alone: 

 1. Take time to worship God. 

 2. Confess any sin that is in your life. 

 3. Reflect on who God is and who you are in Christ. 

 4. Meditate on God’s Word. 

 

What does it say? 

Write out in your own words what the passage is saying. Here are some types of 

questions and topics to look for: 

Topics:      Questions: 

S – Sin to avoid     Who? 

P – Promise to claim     What? 

E – Example to follow     When? 

C – Command to obey     Where? 

K – Knowledge of God     How? 

 

What does it mean? 

Reflect on what the passage means to you. 

 

What do I do? 

In light of these verses, how should I view God, others, myself? 

What action step(s) can I take? 

 

Main Thought: 

 Keep it short and simple – now memorize and meditate  

*Do Joshua 1:8-9 together 
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Taste and See 

(A 31-Day Experiment) 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. (Psalm 34:8) 
 
Be still and know that I am God. (Psalm 46:10) 
 
Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness and all these things shall be 
added to you. (Matthew 6:33) 
 

This experiment is designed to build habit into your life that will greatly enhance and 

develop your walk with God. As a Christian, you will need to seek God first every day of 

your life. By doing this, you will… 

 

1. Develop a close, personal relationship with God. 

2. Train your mind to think thoughts of God and His ways. 

3. Allow God to teach you about Himself and yourself. 

4. Allow God to lead you through each day of your life. 

5. Discipline yourself to grow consistently into the full maturity God has for you. 

 

The best investment you could ever make with the most profitable returns will be the 

time you take each day to be alone and communicate with your God. This time each day 

will not only give you a heavenly outlook on each day, but on your entire life and those 

people and circumstances around you. 

 

You must work at having a consistent time alone with God each day. It will not just 

happen. You must set the priority and let everything else revolve around that time with 

God. Satan can paralyze a Christian by making some “good excuses for not 

communicating with your God.”  

 

Decide today and now to build this habit into your life and protect it, for herein lies 

the secret to your own daily walk with God. 
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Daily Readings 

 

1. Habakkuk 3:17-19 

2. Isaiah 40:28-31 

3. Joshua 1:8-9 

4. Romans 12:1-2 

5. Psalm 119:9-11 

6. Matthew 7:24-27 

7. Ephesians 5:3-5 

8. Hebrews 11:24-26 

9. Psalm 63:6-8 

10. Nehemiah 9:5-6 

11. Colossians 1:13 

12 Psalm 37:3-5 

13. II Corinthians 5:14-17 

14. James 1:2-8 

15. Philippians 4:6-7 

16. II Timothy 2:1-4 

17. Hebrews 12:1-3 

18. John 14:12-15 

19. Jeremiah 1:48 

20. Acts 4:24-31 

21. Philippians 3:7-11 

22. Matthew 6:31-33 

23. Proverbs 3:5-7 

24. II Peter 1:4-8 

25. II Corinthians 12:8-10 

26. I Thessalonians 4:1-8 

27. Romans 12:14 

28. Titus 2:11-14 

29. Ephesians 6:13-20 

30. I Samuel 15:22-23 

31. I John 2:11-17
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Week 6: The Gospel and Prayer 

“Be encouraged, dear Christian reader, with fresh earnestness to give yourself to prayer, 
if you can only be sure that you ask for things which are for the glory of God.” – George 

Mueller 
 
I.  Assurances from our Father 

 a. God’s love – summarize what the passage says about God’s love: 

  i. Romans 8:35-39 

 

  

 b. God’s provision – summarize what the passage says about God’s provision: 

  i. Matthew 6:25-34 

   1. What does God promise to provide for you? 

 

 

c. God’s forgiveness – summarize what the passages say about God’s 

forgiveness: 

  i.  I John 1:8-9 

 

 

  

II. What is Prayer? 

 a. Who hears us when we pray? 

 

 b. Summarize what each passage teaches about God’s attention: 

 

  i. Luke 11:12-14 

 

  

  ii. I John 5:14-15 
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II. How and when should we pray? 

“A man cannot live unless he takes his breath, nor can the soul, unless it breathes forth 

its desire to God.” – Thomas Watson 

 

 a. Pray consistently 

  i. I Thessalonians 5:17 

 

  ii. Romans 12:12 

 

  iii. Colossians 4:12 

 

 b. In the Spirit 

  i. How does the Spirit help us in our prayers? 

   1. Romans 8:26-27 

 

 

III. For what and for whom shall we pray? 

“What makes a heart upright and what makes prayers pleasing to God is a felt 

awareness of our tremendous need for mercy.” – John Piper 

 

 a. For laborers 

  i. Matthew 9:35-38 

 

 

 b. For Leaders 

  ii. I Timothy 2:1-3 

 

   1. What should we pray for leaders? 
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 c. For all believers 

  i. Ephesians 6:18 

 

   1. What should we pray for believers? 

 

 

  ii. I Thessalonians 4:3 

 

  iii. Matthew 26:41 

 

 e. For those who persecute 

  i. Luke 6:28 

 

  ii. Matthew 5:44 

 

 

 

 

IV. Discussion 

 a. Do you have a plan for prayer? 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 30 

 b. What plan can you make to pray? 

   

   

i. What you will need: 

   1. Time 

   2. Place 

   3. People 

   4. Passages 
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Week 7: The Gospel and the Church 

 

I. Why do we need the Church? 

“If a child is going to be emotionally healthy, he needs the socialization and 
encouragement a family can provide. In the same way, every child of God needs the 

fellowship and encouragement that God intends for him to receive from a church family 
if he is going to be spiritually healthy.” – Donald Whitney 

 

 a. Are we called to do the Christian life alone? 

  i. Hebrews 10:24-25 

   1. What are we commanded to do? 

 

 

  ii. I Corinthians 12:12-21 

   1. What are the implications of this verse? 

 

 

  iii. Matthew 22:34-40 

   1. How do these two commandments go together? 

 

 

II. What is the Church? 

“It has become clear to me that the church is the center of God’s plan to display his 
wisdom to the heavenly beings…The Church was clearly central in God’s eternal plan, in 

his sacrifice, and in his continuing concern.” – Mark Dever 
 

 a. How does being reconciled to Christ cause reconciliation with others? 

  i. Ephesians 2:14-16 
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 b. Who is in the Church? 

  i. Mark 3:32-35 

 

  ii. Galatians 3:7 

 

 

III. What are some primary functions of the church? 

 a. Glorifies God 

  i. Romans 15:5-7 

 

   1. How does our relationship with one another correlate with  

   bringing God glory? 

 

 

 b. Edifies believers 

  i. Ephesians 4:11-16 

 

  ii. Acts 2:42-47 

 

   1. Let’s take a closer look at fellowship: 

    a. What is the goal of fellowship?   

     i. We are to be one in           and    

     (Philippians 2:2) 

 

     ii. We are to       ourselves to the  

     leadership of the church (Hebrews 13:17) and to  

            as well. (Ephesians  5:21) 
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 c. Evangelism of the lost world 

  i. Jesus’ last instructions to the disciples are found in Matthew 28:18-20.  

   1. What was their assignment? 

 

 

   

IV. What should you look for when you search for a church to join? 

“A healthy church is not a church that’s perfect and without sin. It has not figured 
everything out. Rather, it’s a church that continually strives to take God’s side in the 
battle against ungodly desires and deceits of this world, our flesh and the devil. It’s a 

church that continually seeks to conform itself to God’s Word.” – Mark Dever 
 
 a. Titus 2:1 

 

 b. I Timothy 2:3-4 

 

 c. Matthew 28:18-20 

 

 d. Matthew 18:15-17 

 

 e. Ephesians 4:15 

 

 f. I Timothy 3:1-5 

 

V. Should you become a member of a local church?  

“A number of passages in the New Testament suggest that churches did have some way 
of delineating their members. They knew who belonged to their assemblies and who did 

not.” – Mark Dever 
 

 a. I John 2:19 

 

 b. Matthew 18:18 
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VI. Discussion 

 a. List and discuss any ways this changes the way you view a value the church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

b. Are there any changes you need to make in the way you relate with the 

church? 
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Week 8: The Gospel and Evangelism 

Before Christ the only purpose we had was to serve ourselves. We were living on our 
own agenda because we were, in a sense, our own master. Now that you have become 

a child of God, discover the new, exciting purpose and plan God has for your life! 
 
I. Purpose 

 a. Why did God Almighty create man? 

  i. Psalm 86:9 

 

  ii. Isaiah 43:7 

 

 b. What were Christ’s priorities in His life? 

  i. John 17:25-26 

 

 c. What was Christ’s ultimate purpose and how did He accomplish this purpose? 

  i. Ephesians 3:10-12 

 

 d. How did Christ make God known? What was the work Christ had done up to 

 this point? 

  i. John 17:4 

 

II. God’s heart 

 a. In order to understand God’s purpose and plan, you must know what is on 

 God’s heart. What do these passages say about God’s heart? 

  i. Matthew 28:18-20 

 

 

  ii. Mark 16:15-16 
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iii. Luke 15:4-7 

 

 

  iv. John 3:16-17 

 

 

 b. God’s plan to reach the world is evident through the life of Christ and His 

 relationships with His disciples and others. Though God could have chosen any 

 plan, He chose to reach the world through people. 

 

III. Why don’t we evangelize? 

 a. Name some reasons why a person doesn’t evangelize: 

 

 

 

 b. Are these excuses or legitimate? 

 

 

 

IV. Why should we evangelize? 

“Missions is not the ultimate goal of the church. Worship is. Missions exist because 
worship doesn’t.” – John Piper 

 
 a. Love for God 

  i. Matthew 5:16 

 

ii. II Corinthians 5:14-15 

 

iii. Mark 12:29-30 
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 b. Obedience 

  i. Matthew 28:19 

 

 

  ii. Romans 1:14-15 

 

 

  iii. I Corinthians 9:16-17 

 

 c. Love for the lost 

  i. Mark 12:31 

 

 

  ii. John 3:16 

 

 

  iii. Luke 15:1-7 

 

 

  iv. Matthew 9:35-38 

 

V. The Gospel 

 a. Go back to lesson one. Then summarize the gospel in under 60 seconds or 100 

 words or less. 
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VI. Who should evangelize? 

 “It is the duty of every Christian to be Christ to his neighbor.” – Martin Luther 

 a. Who was evangelizing in these passages? 

  i. Acts 8:1-4 

 

  ii. Acts 8:5-12, 26-40 

 

  iii. Acts 11:19-21 

 

  iv. I Peter 3:15-16 

 

VII. How should we evangelize? 

 “If your gospel isn’t touching others, it hasn’t touched you!” – Curry R. Blake 

 

 a. With the Word 

  i. Romans 10-17 

 

 b. With honesty 

  i. John 8:32-36 

 

 c. With urgency 

  i. II Corinthians 6:1-2 

 

 d. With joy 

  i. Hebrews 12:2 

 

 e. With prayer 

  i. John 6:44 
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VIII. In light of God’s purpose and plan, what is God looking for?  

 (Matthew 9:36-38) 

 

 

 

IX. Discussion 

 a. How can you know God more intimately? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 b. What does it look like to be a laborer for God? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 c. How would your life be changed/affected if you began living out these 

 commands?  
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Week 9: The Gospel and Discipleship 

When one hears the word discipleship, he or she should think of both the lifestyle and 

the process. 

 

I. Discipleship – a way of life 

“Christianity without discipleship is always Christianity without Christ.” – Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer 

 
 a. The definition of a disciple is one who follows closely the teaching of another. 

  i. What did Christ say characterized a true disciple? 

   1. John 8:31 

 

   2. John 13:34-35 

 

   3. John 15:8 

 

  ii. What did Paul say would be the result in the life of a person who  

  experienced and accepted the love of Christ? 

   1. Romans 12:1-2 

 

   2. II Corinthians 5:14-15 

 

 b. There is a cost involved in discipleship. Not all of those who followed Christ 

 were His disciples. When He began to explain the cost to follow Him, many 

 turned away. The same is true today. 

 

  i. Read Luke 14:25-35 

   1. What mistake are the builder and the king in danger of making? 

 

   2. How does this parallel with the Christian life? 

 



 41 

  ii. Read Luke 9:23-25 

   1. To follow Christ you must: 

 

   2. What do you think this means? 

 

 

  iii. Read Philippians 3:7-10 

   1. What was Paul’s attitude toward the cost of salvation to know  

   God? 

 

 

 

 c. Jesus’ standards for His disciples are high. 

  i. What right does He have to demand these standards? 

 

 

  ii. Why do you think it is important to not compromise these standards? 

 

 

  iii. Have you counted the cost to follow Christ? How? 

 

 

  iv. What would it cost you to follow Christ daily? 

 

 

  v. Is it worth it to you? Why or why not? 
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II. Discipleship – the process 

“Men were his method.” – Robert Coleman 

“The scriptural context for growing disciples is through relationships…Proximity produces 

disciples.” - Ogden 

 

 a. Principle of multiplication 

i. God does not intend to reach the whole world through a single 

individual. His plan is to reach the world the same way it is populated – 

by multiplication. Jesus saw the masses through the man. He loved the 

world, helped thousands, but trained the twelve. The ministry of 

multiplying disciples comes through the ministry to individuals. This is the 

way Paul communicated his life to Timothy (II Timothy 3:10). You reach 

the masses through the man! 

   

ii. As you invest your life in one person and then see him invest his life in 

another, you will become part of the spiritual multiplication process. God 

has not only told you what to do, He has also provided a plan to help you 

accomplish the task. 

   

  iii. Read Paul’s instructions to Timothy in II Timothy 2:2. 

   1. What did he tell him to do? 

 

   2. The gospel passes from one person to another. Fill in the blands 

   with the people mentioned in this verse. Paul to               

   to          to      . 

 

   3. How did each person impact the next person? 
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   4. What kind of man did Paul tell Timothy to invest in? 

 

 

5. What does it mean to be faithful? 

 

 

 b. In John 21:15-17, Christ explained to Peter the natural response you will have 

 if you love Jesus Christ. What will you do? 

 

 

III. The Great Commission 

 a. Read Matthew 28:19-20 and in your own words, explain the message. 

 

 

 

 

 

 b. What was the very last thing Christ said to His disciples? Does this apply to 

 Christ’s disciples today? How? 

 

 

 

 

 

c. What was promised to the disciples to empower them to fulfill the Great 

Commission? (Matthew 28:20, Acts 1:8) 
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d. As Jesus looked on the needs of His people, He felt compassion for them 

(Matthew 9:36-38). He told the disciples that there were many people who are 

hungry, but few workers to feed them. The same is true today. Many are 

spectators, few are laborers. Why has the Great Commission been neglected? 

 

 

 

IV. Desire + Training can create maximum impact in evangelism 

“Discipling is an intentional relationship in which we walk alongside other disciples in 
order to encourage, equip and challenge one another in love to grow towards maturity 

in Christ. This includes equipping the disciple to teach others as well.” – Ogden 
 

a. What did Jesus have in mind when He asked men to follow him? (Matthew 

4:19-20) 

  i. Where do you see desire in this verse? 

 

  ii. Where do you see training? 

 

  iii. What would be the maximum impact of the men following him? 

 

 

b. The task is clear – make disciples. As a Christian, you should either be involved 

in that task or equipping yourself to make disciples. What will it take to equip 

you to be a part of this process? 

 

 

  i. Do you have or lack desire? 

  

 

  ii. Do you have or lack training (someone teaching you directly)? 
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V. Discussion 

 a. Do you see a need for being discipled personally? Explain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 b. Summarize how the process of multiplication works. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

c. Will you be committed to make disciples through the process of discipleship? 

Explain. 
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Evaluation Grid 

Evaluation is an important element in life that most people miss out on. It can help you 

understand where you have come from, where you are now and where you are going. In 

the following evaluation, please circle the number on the line which best communicates 

your knowledge of the particular areas listed. This will help you understand where you 

are in your new spiritual journey and also help your leader get to know you better. 

 

0 = Understand None                  10 = Understand All 

 

The Gospel 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Obedience 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Word of God 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Bible 
Overview 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Quiet Times 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Prayer 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Church 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Evangelism 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Discipleship 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
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